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Week beginning 17 August 2020 

 
17/8/20 
Murdo Fraser (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and 
Unionist Party): To ask the Scottish Government when it anticipates outdoor 
holiday clubs for school-aged children will be able to resume activities. (S5W-30791) 
Maree Todd: There are two circumstances in which outdoor holiday clubs can be 
provided over the summer period. Firstly, if the provider is a service registered with 
the Care Inspectorate to provide childcare and is able to operate within the current 
guidance for fully outdoor settings or for school age childcare services . Secondly, if 
the provider is delivering organised outdoor sporting activity for children and can 
operate in accordance with guidance 
produced by their Scottish Governing Body of Sport. 
  
18/8/20 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether consortia travel arrangements, which allow pupils to travel to other schools 
to sit senior phase qualifications, will be permitted in the 2020-21 term.(S5W-31022) 
John Swinney: Scientific advice published by the Covid-19 Advisory Sub- Group 
on Education and Children’s Issues stated that dedicated school transport should 
be treated as an extension of the school estate. While the provision of school 
transport to enable pupils to travel to other schools as part of senior phase 
qualification courses may continue, local authorities should consider whether 
distancing is possible for secondary pupils or those in the senior phase, in 
circumstances where children attending different schools travel on the same 
vehicle. Schools and local authorities should carry out relevant risk assessments. 
Further advice for schools and local authorities is available in - Coronavirus 
(COVID-19): Guidance on preparing for the start of 
the new school term in August 2020. 
 
19/8/20 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of reports that some schools have withdrawn water fountain access because 
of concerns regarding COVID-19, what additional resources it is providing to (a) 
education authorities and (b) the managers of grant-aided schools to support 
them in meeting their statutory requirement to provide free drinking water on 
premises at all times.(S5W-31210) 
John Swinney: The provision of free drinking water is a key factor to support 
children’s health and wellbeing as they return to school. Since 2007, education 
authorities and managers of grant aided schools have been under a duty to ensure 
that free drinking water is available to pupils throughout the day. Although water 
machines are often a common feature in schools, the legislation does not require 
or expect the use of them, instead it provides the flexibility to offer free drinking 
water in a way that meets local needs and circumstances. Where one method of 
delivering water to pupils is no longer appropriate, either due to COVID-19 or other 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-fully-outdoor-childcare-providers-guidance/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/capacity/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-reopening-school-age-childcare-services/pages/capacity/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-staying-safe-and-protecting-others/pages/sports-culture-and-leisure-activities/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-phase-3-staying-safe-and-protecting-others/pages/sports-culture-and-leisure-activities/


circumstances, we expect schools to adjust accordingly in order to continue to 
meet this duty whilst taking account of the latest health protection advice. 
 
To support Education Authorities and schools prepare for reopening the Scottish 
Government published guidance ‘Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance on preparing 
for the start of the new school term in August 2020’. The guidance also provided a 
reference to guidance produced by ASSIST (local authority catering and facilities 
management representative body), which provides practical measures that schools 
can adopt to ensure the health and safety of children, young people and staff, 
including consideration of the use of hand sanitisers prior to using water machines. 
 
21/8/20 
 
Neil Findlay (Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
analysis it has carried out of how many young BAME people were 
disadvantaged because of the approach taken by the SQA to the 2020 exams, and 
what action is being taken by (a) it and (b) the SQA to (i) rectify the position and (ii) 
prevent such disadvantage in the future.(S5W-31149) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) published an Equality 
Impact Assessment on the Alternative Certification Model 
(https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/2020-sqa-alternative-certification-model- 
equality-impact-assessment.pdf ) on 4 August. This assessed the impact of the 
implementation of all elements of the approach, including teacher estimates, 
awarding, results and certification on candidates with protected characteristics. 
 
As part of this, SQA published 2019 teacher estimates and 2019 results for pupils by 
ethnic group. 
 
Following my statement to Parliament on Tuesday 11 August, learners will now be 
awarded the grades estimated by teachers unless these were upgraded as a result 
of the moderation process in which case they will receive the upgraded result. A 
new Equality Impact Assessment on this approach will be published by the Scottish 
Government in due course. SQA is taking forward a rapid consultation on options 
for changing assessment methods for 2020-21. 
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